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from the University of California. His thesis was "On Some 
Relations of the Spiral Nebulae to the Milky Way." 

Mr. F. J. Neubauer, a postgraduate student and Teaching 
Fellow in the Students' Observatory in recent years, and at present 
a Fellow in the Lick Observatory, received the degree of Doctor 
of Philosophy from the University of California at the last Com- 
mencement. His thesis is entitled "Orbit and Preliminary Per- 
turbations of the Minor Planet (716) Berkeley." 

Both theses will appear in the near future as Lick Observatory 
Bulletins. 

W. W. Campbell. 



GENERAL NOTES 
Lick Observatory recently had the pleasure of a visit from 
Dr. Swasey and Dr. Brashear, returning from a tour in China. 
They made a visit of inspection to the new Victoria Observatory 
on their outbound trip. We understand that all the mechanical 
portions of the Victoria 72-inch telescope are completed and have 
given perfect satisfaction, and that only some of the minor optical 
parts still await completion. 

The tests which Dr. Evershed has been making of the suitability 
of a site at Srinagar, Kashmir, India, for solar work, were continued 
thru most of 1916. It is found that good and frequently super- 
lative observing conditions for solar work are the rule thruout 
the summer months. The two principal factors which it is be- 
lieved conduce to the good definition are the absence of dis- 
turbing winds excluded by the surrounding wall of high moun- 
tains, and the very large areas of wet cultivation which in summer 
greatly reduce the heating effect of the Sun on the soil. 

Dr. Stratton, Assistant Director of Cambridge Observatory, 
has been with the British forces in France since July, 1915. In 
April, 1916, he was gazetted Major in the Royal Engineers, has 
been twice mentioned in Sir Douglas Haig's despatches, and was 
awarded the D. S. 0. on January 1, 1917. 

In the Report of Greenwich Observatory we note that three 
of the junior assistants and nineteen computers are absent on 
military service. Mr. Jones is lent to the Inspection Department 
of the Woolwich Arsenal, and Mr. Edney to the Hydrographic 
Office. 
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The staff at Lick Observatory have offered their services to the 
State and National Councils of Defense for any duties where 
their technical experience might be of value. 

Dr. D. Alter and Mr. Wallace Campbell, graduate students and 
instructors at the Students' Observatory, University of California 
are in the Officers' Training Camp at the Presidio, San Francisco. 
Mr. Douglas Campbell (Harvard '17) has entered the aviation 
corps of the Government. 

Dr. A. Belopolsky has been appointed Director of the National 
Observatory of Russia at Pulkowa, in succession to the late 
Dr. Backlund. 

A memorial to the late Sir William Huggins and Lady Huggins 
has been placed in St. Paul's Cathedral. 

Dr. J. S. Plaskett has been appointed Director of the new 
Astrophysical Observatory at Victoria, B. C. 



Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors of 

the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, held 

in the Rooms of the Society on 

April 6, 1917, at 7:30 p. m. 

There were present President Cornish and Directors Cushing, 
Costa, Curtis, Burckhalter and Richardson: 

The following were elected as Ordinary Members of the Society: 

Mr. H. F. Fleming, of Farmington, Mich. 

Rev. Henry M. Brock, S. J., Woodstock, Md. 

Mr. Reinhardt Rahr, Manitowoc, Wis. 

Mr. R. B. Green, Hayden, Ariz. 

Mr. F. J. S L Sur, Denver, Colorado. 

Mr. F. C. Drew, San Francisco, Calif. 

Mr. Ralph Arnold, Los Angeles, Calif. 

The following Institutional Members were elected: 
The Astronomical Observatory, Perm, Russia 
The Library of the University of Sidney, N. S. W. 

The Secretary was instructed to write a letter to the Manage- 
ment of the Hall Association of the Native Sons of the Golden 
West, thanking them for the free use of the Hall at the final 



